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The  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  has  available  an  excellent  slide 
series  on  jail  and  prison  fires.   Any  fire  department  ot 
law  enforcement  agency  will  find  it  interesting  and  infor- 
mative.  Contact  this  office  for  more  information. 

The  year  end-statistics  from  the  902F  reporting  system 
have  "been  compiled.   Montana  fire  departments  (those  de- 
partments reporting)  responded  to  9»210  calls.   The  break-  • 
down  on  those  calls  is:   ^,075  total  fires;  37  overpressure 
ruptures;  936  rescue  calls;  l,UlU  hazardous  condition  calls; 
327  service  calls;  1,111  good  intent  calls;  1,227  false 
calls;  and  83  other  calls.   This  information  is  available 
by  FDID#  for  each  reporting  department.   Let  us  know  if 
you  would  like  a  copy  of  your  department's  sheet.   Other 
stats  on  a  statewide  basis  tell  us  that  the  chimney  is  the 
most  common  area  of  origin  in  fires  in  one-  and  two-  family 
dwellings  with  20.5^  of  all  fires;  the  kitchen  runs  a 
close  second  with  lU.3^.   The  total  reported  fire  loss  for 
1978  is  just  under  $10  million. 

FmHA  Loan  Program 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Farmers  Home  Administra- 
tion is  authorized  to  make  low  interest  loans  to  fire  de- 
partments, fire  protection  districts,  and  non-profit  volun- 
teer fire  departments.   Loans  can  be  made  to  construct  or 
improve  fire  stations  and  to  purchase  fire  trucks  and 
other  fire  fighting  equipment.   Additional  information  is 
available  at  the  local  offices  of  the  FmHA. 

From  the  Field 

The  GREAT  FALLS  Fire  Department  has  had  a  rash  of  retire- 
ments.  Kenneth  Lindstrand,  Chief,  has  gone  on  to  a  career 
in  real  estate  after  25  years  in  the  fire  services.   Assis- 
tant Fire  Marshal  William  Helgeson,  another  25-year  man, 
also  plans  to  enter  a  new  career.   Captain  Mike  Servoss, 
who  has  been  with  GFFD  since  I963,  is  planning  a  well- 
deserved  vacation. 
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HELENA  has  a  new  Fire  Marshal,  John  Todd,  since  the  last 
Newsletter  was  published. 

Chief  Leo  Heidt  of  the  LIVINGSTON  Fire  Department  is  also 
retiring.   Bob  Hampston  is  the  Acting  Chief. 

Dennis  McChessney  is  the  new  Chief  of  the  COLUIffilA  FALLS 
Volunteer  Fire  Department. 

Fire  Service  Training 

The  Fire  Service  Training  School  in  Great  Falls  has  a  new 
Director,  Ira  W. .Bryant,  who  replaces  Jim  Macklin.   Ira  is 
married  and  the  father  of  2  sons  and  2  daughters.   His 
fire  service  experience  includes  work  in  fire  combat,  fire 
prevention,  and  training  for  the  Lakeland  Fire  Department 
in  Lakeland,  Florida,  and  arson  investigation  work  with 
the  Polk  County  Sheriff's  Department  in  Florida.   He  holds 
a  BA  in  Fire  Administration  and  has  served  as  a  Fire  Science 
instructor. 

Fire  Service  Training  has  the  following  classes  scheduled. 
For  further  information  contact  them  at  76I-7885  or  the 
department  hosting  the  classes. 


Date 


Location 


i+/20-21  Baker  VFD,  Baker 


U/23-26  Glendive  FD,  Glendive 

i+/29     East  Helena  VFD,  East 
Helena 

5/8-11   Missoula  FD,  Missoula 


5/8-11   Missoula  Rural  Fire 
District 


Subject  Area 

Protective  Clothing,  Brea- 
thing Apparatus,  Toxic 
Materials,  Forcible  Entry, 
Ventilation,  Nozzles, 
Management 

Pump  Operators 

Smoke  Diving  (6  hours) 


Fire  Officer  I,  II,  and 
III 

Rescue,  Protective  Brea- 
thing 
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5/12     Fort  Harrison  FD,       Ground  Cover  Firefighting 
Helena  (6  hours) 

5/lU-lT  Whitehall  VFD,  White-   Basic  Volunteer  Training 
hall  Course 

5/29-31  Whysham  VFD,  Hysham     Basic  Volunteer  Training 

Course 

10/8-12  Montana  Air  Nat'l       Annual  Aircraft  Crash, 
Guard  FD,  Great  Falls   Fire,  Rescue  School 

Associations 

Art  Korn,  Secretary/Treasurer  of  the  MONTANA  STATE  VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN'S  ASSOCIATION  tell  us  they  are  planning  their 
27th  Annual  Convention.   The  convention  will  he  hosted  by 
the  Silver  Bow  Volunteer  Firemen's  Council,  consisting  of 
twelve  volunteer  fire  departments  in  the  Butte  area,  on 
June  l^-l6,  1979'   Convention  headquarters  will  be  the  War 
Bonnet  Inn  in  Butte. 

The  sessions  will  include  demonstrations,  a  slide  presenta- 
tion on  wood  burning  stoves,  a  memorial  service,  a  banquet 
with  dancing,  and  a  parade  of  old  and  new  fire  equipment. 

If  you  are  interested  in  more  information,  contact  Art  at 
1916  So.  Washington  St.,  Butte,  MT.  This  might  be  a  good 
time  to  join  the  Association  and  get  to  know  firemen  from 
other  departments. 

The  MONTANA  FIRE  PREVENTION  ASSOCIATION  held  it's  spring 
meeting  in  Great  Falls  on  March  8,  1979. 

Roy  Linn,  extension  safety  specialist  from  Montana  State 
University,  presented  a  very  interesting  talk  and  slide 
program  on  the  fire  hazards  of  auxiliary  heating  systems. 

Bruce  Hadella  from  the  Fire  Service  Training  School  gave 
an  update  on  "Ban  the  Burn."  He  also  reported  on  the 
federal  grant  to  expand  this  program  in  the  schools  of 
the  state.   If  you  are  interested  in  this  program,  contact 
Bruce  in  Great  Falls,  phone  76I-7885. 
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Ron  Hetrick  from  the  State  Fire  Marshal's  office  and.  Don 
Whitaker  from  the  Building  Codes  Division  held  a  very 
informative  class  on  building  plan  review. 

Burns 

(from  the  Texas  State  Fire  Marshal  Newsletter,  Vole  II, 
No.  1.) 

Over  2  million  Americans  are  burned  annually;  300,000  of 
them  will  be  seriously  burned  and  70,000  will  be  hospita- 
lized for  long  periods,  some  a  year  or  more. 

When  people  are  burned,  most  organs  function  abnormally, 
resulting  in  fluid  loss,  lung  damage,  ulcers,  shock,  in- 
fection, pain  and  disfigurement.   Their  scars  are  not  only 
physical  but  emotional  as  well.   Social  problems  come  later 
and  often  last  a  lifetime. 

Bacteria  kill  72%   of  those  who  die  from  burns.   Patient 
cost  for  intensive  burn  treatment  can  range  from  $350  to 
$800  per  day  or  an  average  of  $60,000  to  $70,000  for  each 
patient. 

Classification  of  Burns: 


Depth 

First  degree 


Second  degree 


Appearance 

Light  pink  to  dark 
pink.   Swelling, 
weeping,  peeling 
may  occur.   Pain- 
ful. 


Mottled  pink  or  red 
to  dull  white  or 
tan.   Blisters  may 
be  present  or  area 
may  feel  dry  to 
touch.   Painful. 


First  Aid 

Immerse  in  cool  water 
and  soap  for  short 
period.   Then  keep 
clean  and  dry.   Wash 
h   times  a  day  with 
soap  and  water. 

Immerse  in  cood  water 
and  soap  for  short 
periods.   Cover  with 
clean  cloth  and  seek 
medical  attention.   Do 
not  break  blisters. 
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Third  degree   White,  tan,  brown.    Wrap  in  clean  cloth 
black  or  deep  cher-   and  seek  medical 
ry  rede   Pain  usual-  attention  immediately, 
ly  not  prominent 
initially. 

Legislative  Report — M3FA 

The  Montana  State  Fireman's  Association  helped  introduce 
three  bills  to  the  current  legislature.   They  are: 

HB302  (sponsored  by  Quilici)  Binding  arbitration  for  fire- 
fighters. The  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  give  firefighters 
a  fair  contract  in  a  reasonable  length  of  negotiation  time. 
Signed  by  the  Governor  ^/9/79. 

HB^98  (Hemstad)   To  cause  the  pension  monies  from  the  State 
Auditor  to  be  deposited  directly  into  the  account  of  each 
Relief  Association  in  the  Short  Term  Investment  Pool, 
Signed  by  the  Governor  3/26/79. 

HE  5^3  (Teaque)   To  eliminate  the  2.%   of  taxable  valuation 
wording  from  the  city  contribution  to  the  pension  systems 
of  the  first  and  second  class  cities o   Still  in  the  Senate 
Taxation  Committee. 

There  are  some  pieces  of  legislation  introduced  this  ses- 
sion which  would  hurt  the  paid  firefighters  of  the  state. 
They  are : 

HB83^  (Bardanouve)   This  bill  would  decrease  benefits, 
increase  firefighter  contribution  rate,  and  give  PERS  the 
complete  control  of  our  pension  systems.   Defeated  by  a 
15-^  Do  Not  Pass  vote  in  the  House  State  Administration 
Committee. 

SBI6I  (Lowe)   This  bill  would  permit  voter  arbitration. 
On  impasse  the  issues  would  be  put  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.   Killed  in  the  Senate o 

There  are  many  other  bills  directly  affecting  the  paid 
firefighters  of  the  state,  but  this  is  a  highlight. 
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Current  Status  of  Legislation  of  Interest  to  Fire  Service 
Personnel — House  Bills 


No. 


52 


Sponsor 

Lund 


lOU   Pavlovich 


Subject 

To  raise  the*limit  on 
state  building  projects 
requiring  supervision  by 
the  Dept.  of  Administra- 
tion from  $10,000  to 
$25,000o 

To  generally  revise  the 
state  fire  laws.  .  . 


Disposition 

Signed  by 
Governor — 
2/9/79 


Killed  by  the 
Senate  Local 
Government 
Comm. 


125   Reichert 


2l6   Vincent 


'i^5 


21k 


290 


Azzara 


Kessler 


Johnston 


Killed  by  ad- 
verse comm. 
report 

Killed  on  2nd 
reading 


Killed 


To  establish  the  Montana 
state/local  revenue 
sharing  program  .  .  . 

To  include  woodburning 
stoves  in  definition  of 
nonfossil  forms  of  energy 
generation  .  .  . 

To  allow  municipalities 
to  annex  a  certain  urban 
land  within  a  rural  fire 
district. 


To  require  annexation  if   Killed 
a  tract  is  receiving  water 
or  sewer  services  from  a 
city  or  town. 

To  raise  the  rate  of  pay   Signed  by 
from  $i+0  to  $56  a  day  for  Governor 
special  deputy  state  fire 
marshals. 
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332   Keyser 


338 


Kemmis 


365 


Kessler 


366 

388 


Kessler 


Kemmis 


To  permit  the  application  Signed  by 
for  a  search  warrant  to    Governor, 
"be  made  "by  a  sworn  tele- 
phonic statement  which 
is  electronically  re- 
corded. 

To  provide  standards  for   Killed 
inspections  by  government 
officials  and  a  procedure 
for  procurement  of  inspec- 
tion warrants.  »  . 

To  streamline  annexation   In  confer- 
by  petition  by  elimina-    ence   comm. 
ting  the  election  in 
certain  circumstances. 

To  streamline  various      In  confer- 
methods  of  annexation.  ,  .  ence  comm, 

To  remove  certain  restric-  Killed 
tions  on  the  annexation 
power  of  municipalities 


392   McBride 


^33   Harrington 


To  clarify  the  relation-   Signed  by 
ship  between  voluntary     Governor. 
Fire  districts  and  fire 
departments  and  city/ 
county  consolidated  local 
governments. 

Providing  that  a  dwelling  Killed 
and  the  lot  on  which  it 
is  erected,  owned,  and 
occupied  by  an  active  mem- 
ber of  a  volunteer  fire 
company  is  classified 
as  class  l8  property  for 
property  tax  purposes. 


k67       Hurwitz 


To  increase  from  $15,000   In  Senate 

to  $50,000  the  maximum     Taxation  Coram. 

amount  vhich  may  be  raised 

by  the  county  by  taxation 

to  finance  fire  control 

activities. 


U88   Bobbins, 
H. 


To  stipulate  that  inter- 
est accruing  on  the  funds 
of  a  fire  district  must 
be  credited  to  that  fire 
district. 


Signed  by 
Governor 


593   Johnston    To  require  coroners  to 
order  autopsies  when  a 
death  occurs  in  or  as  a 
direct  result  of  a  fire. 


Killed 


600   Bardanouve  To  exclude  volunteer  am-   Signed  by 
bulance  drivers  and  at-    Governor— 
tendants  from  liability    3/30/79 
while  performing  ambulance 
runs. 


66l   Manuel 


To  provide  for  exclusive  Signed  by 
inspection  of  small  modu-  Governor, 
lar  home  factories.  .  . 


726   Burnett     To  specifically  provide 
immunity  from  suit  for 
damages  in  certain  cases 
for  local  government  units 


Killed 


—Senate  Bills 
^9   Peterson 


To  revise  the  law  about    Signed  by 
fire  department  pension    Governor, 
funds  in  other  than  first 
and  second  class  cities. 
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127   Blaylock 


Act  generally  revising  Signed  by 

and  clarifying  laws  re-  Governor— 

lating  to  social  services  2/20/79. 
and  institutions. 


308   Rasmussen 


Act  repealing  one  of  the 
optional  methods  of 
achieving  city/county 
consolidation. 


Killed 


338   Peterson 


Act  revising/clarifying 
local  government  laws 
relating  to  general 
emergency  and  protective 
services. 


Signed  by 
Governor. 


k69       Van  Val-    Act  permitting  a  local 
kenburg     governing  body  to  adopt 
a  stricter  building  code 
than  the  state. 


Killed 


For  further  information  on  any  of  the  legislation  men- 
tioned above,  contact  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau. 

It ' s  Spring ! 

Spring  cleaning  time  is  also  a  good  time  to  think  about 
fire  prevention  in  the  home.   Check  your  own  home  for 
fire  hazards  and  encourage  your  neighbors  to  do  the  same, 
Check  the  batteries  in  smoke  detectors.   Spend  some  time 
with  your  children  discussing  fire  safety  and  planning 
emergency  exits  from  the  home. 

Fire  Casualities 


Fires  in  Montana  took  the  lives  of  23  persons  during 
1978.   An  additional  6k   civilians  and  67  firefighters 
were  injured,  according  to  reports  submitted  on  the 
902F  reporting  system. 
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The  HAVRE  Fire  Department  reports  some  promotions — Dick 
Haberger  is  the  new  Chief  and  Norman  Maze  has  assumed 
the  position  of  Fire  Marshal.   James  Galbavy  has  been 
promoted  to  Captain. 

We  encourage  all  departments  to  send  us  items  to  be 
included  in  future  Newsletters.   Let  us  know  about  per- 
sonnel changes,  your  activities,  etc.  ' 

Barbecue  Hazards 

Warmer  weather  brings  an  increase  in  the  use  of  flammable 
liquids  to  start  outdoor  barbecues.   Remember: 

— Start  charcoal  fires  only  with  fuels  explicitly  labeled 
as  charcoal  starters,  not  gasoline. 

— Don't  add  fuel  to  the  fire  after  it  is  started. 

— Store  flammable  liquids  in  a  well-ventilated  area,  away 
from  any  flame  source. 

— Try  to  buy  minimum  quantities  of  these  products. 

— Flammable  liquids  should  be  stored  only  in  tightly  cappec 
non-breakable  containers  and  should  be  clearly  labeled. 


-Always  store  flammable  liquids  out 
of  reach  of  children.   If  any 
such  liquid  is  accidentally  swal- 
lowed, do  not  induce  vomitings 
Seek  medical  attention  im- 
mediately. 

-Follow  all  directions  on 
original  containers,  and 
keep  flammable  liquids 
in  those  containers  if 
at  all  possible. 
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